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Thurſday, January 13. 1709. 


—_— 


CY _—_— — 
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"\ HE laſt Review following the 

-* Scent of an implacable Au- 

- thor, purſuing his Rage a- 
gainſt the Scors, has 1 him down 
to the whole Body of Diſſenters in Eng- 
land, and the Subſtance of what his 
Arguments import, 1 ſumm'd up-ip two 
Heads. 


1. No Salvation without Baptiſm ; 
of which I have ſpoken already. 
2. No Baptiſm, but by an Epiſco- 

pally Ordain'd Miniſtry. 


. The whole Weight cf the Matter he 
places upon the Biſhops being the Suc- 


—_— —_ 


ceſſors of the Apoſtles, to, whom the firſt 
Miſton of our Saviour was ſent, Mare: 
28. 19. GoJe therefore and teach all Na- 
tions, baptizing them, oc. + 

This, he ſays, is an excluſive Commil- 
ſion, and can deſcend to none burt- to: 
thoſe who. are the. Succeſſors of the- 
Apoltles, and thoſe to whom they ſhall 
commu it. Nowſuppaſe, tolay a Foun- 
dation for what be faid on this: . 
Head, I ſhould wave what -ObjeRions 
may lie againſt this Opinion——Aand for 
Argument Sake grant it 8s amply ag ir 
is laid down; yet it will follow, ' that I 
muft ask three Queſtions. 


I. Whether 
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v Whether the Presbyterians are 
without a Succeſſion of a Goſpel 
Miniſtry, even in his Sence? 

z. Whether the'Epiſcopal Church can 
prove they have any ſuch Succel- 
ſion ? : 

3: If that Succeſiion be not certain, 
what Condition their People are 


io, according to thisDoCtrine ? 


1. To enquire, whether the Presbyteri- 
ans are without a Succeſſion of Miniſters 2 


And bere we mult,as the Church does,go. 


back to a Pep;ſþ Ordination, which the 
Succeſlion is. carry 'd thorbw, and which, 
to juſtife this Succeſſion, muſt be al- 
low'd ; and from this Ordination we 
ſay, our firſt reforming Miniſters in 
Scotland derivd, as they did alſo im Eng- 
!rndas The Queſtion therefore will 
ſeem to reyolve here, Whether a Num- 
ber of Miniſters legally ordain'd have 
not Power to ordain other Miniſters 
v5thout a Biſhop ? And for this, among 
meny various Inſtances, | refer to. Bede 
himſelf, Lib. Jo Cape. 4 ———"Anno Incars 
nations Deminice Quingenteſimo ſexageſimo 
quinto, venit ds Hibernia Presbyter 

Abbas, Habitu & Vita inſignis, Nomine 
Columban Britanuium, predicaturum Vere 
bum Dei Previnciis Septentrionalium 
Piforum. © In the Year 565, one 
* Columbaan Abbotand Presbyter came 
&© from Ireland; being a Man Eminent 
© for Holineſs of Life, and preach'd 
<« the Goſpel to the Northern Provinces 
= of the Pit;— After this we ſee the 
Ffect of his Miniſtry ; Fenit autem in 
Britanniam Columbangregnante Piftis Bri- 
dio Rege potentiſſimo, nono Anno Regni ejus 
Gentemg; illam Verbo & Exemplo ad Fidem. 


Chriſti convertit. Here it a 


ppears, © He 
* converted thoſe People to the Faith 
* of Chriſt by his Doctrine and. Ex- 
 ampie. Upon tbis he built a Mona- 
ſtery,Unde 69 Prefatam Inſulam ab eis in 
Pe fſefſionem Monaſteris faciendi accepit. 
Fecerat atuitem priuſquamBritanniam vent- 
ret, Moneſterium nobile in Hibernia, quod 
a Copia Roborum Dearmach cognominatur. 
© He had alſo before he came to Br ;- 
66 tain, byilr a Monaſtery in Ireland, 
* call'd Dearmagl——Ex quo utrog; Ms- 
najterio, plurima exinde Monaſter ia per 
Diſcipulos Jus. *% From which two Mo- 


\< naſteries, ſeveral others were ered: 


* by his Diſciples. 

Now this Co/umba had Diſciples, who 
erected: Monaſteries, ard who ruling in 
thoſe Monalteries were certainly reg us 
lar, and yet they were only his Dilci- 
ples, which, I think, wilt include being 
ordain'd by him, and -yet h&.was no 
Biſhop. Nay after this, when thcre 
were Biſhops, they were inferior to 
them, the Biſhops themſelves were ſub. 
ject to the Abbots who ſucceeded him, - 
a ſhrewd Sign what a Biſhop was in thoſe 
Days, ſee the ſame Author. - Habere au- 
tem ſolet ipſa Inſula Reftorem ſempey Ab-. 
batem Presbyterum, cuſus Furi & omnis 
Provincia, & ipſe etiam Epiſcopi, debeant 
eſſe ſubjefti, juxta Exemplum primi De-. 
forts ilzus, qui non Epiſcopus, ſed Proſe 
byter extitit E9 Monachus——— ©* This 
* Iſland always had a ReQor, an Ab- 
* bot and a Pre:byter, to whom a'l the: 
* Proviace, and even the Biſhops them- 
6 ſelves, ought to fubjze& themflves, 

according to the Example of the firit 

 Infticutor or Teacher,, who was not 
a Biſhop, but continued. a Presbytcr 

* and a Monk. | 
Fug 
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Thus far from Bede; and the Lear- 
ned Sir Fames Dalrymple in his ColleCti- 


ons quotes this very Place in proving, . 


thar the Scors Church. kept it ſelf from 


the Errors of Papery, and. maintain'd | 


is Primitive Purity for ſeveral Centuries, 
after the reſt of the World was over-run 
with ic, even to the eighth Century — 
If then the Right of Ordainivg might 
remain in dſoller Epilcopally ordain'd, 
tho" not Biſhops themſelves, then I lay, 
the Scots Preibyterian Minilters are as 
legally ordain'd, as their Epiſcopal Mi- 
niſters are ordain'd; ſince when they re- 
form'd immediately from Popery, their 
firft Miniſters were Epilcopally ordain'd, 
and they have been as regylar in con- 
veying 2 Succeſſion, as any Church in 
the World. 

2. Our next Enquiry is, whether the 
Epiſcopal Church can prove any regular 
Succeilion of Prieſthood from the firſh 
Mitſion, 4. e. from the Apoltles; . and 
his heing their Athrmative, | demand 
the Proof of ovr Authorg orelſe he does 
nothing ; for if the Right lies only in 
the firſt Miſſion, if a Succeſtion from. 


that Miſſion be nut, made cleary.. the- 


Right is not clear; and then by.hiz own: 
Ru'e the Baptiſm of their Miniſters is 
doubtful, which he fays, we ought to 
avoid. 

Now, 1 am firſt inſfirufted, that on 
the baptizing my Infanc Child, depends : 
abſolutely its Salyation. (Horrid Abſur- 
dity!) - To thiCanather' as groſs is. ad- 
dd, that" ir depends-aiſo upon the Le», 
eallicy of the Adminiſtration, chat ir, 
by his own Explication, the due Qualt 
fication of the ' Perſon officiating— 
IPelt, This Qualification is purely, that 
he be appointed to. d? it; BY-ONE; who 


was appointed BY ONE, who was ap- 
pointed BY ONE, who was appointed 

BY ONE, who was appointed BY 
ONE, and ſo back TO ONE, who was 
appointed by theſe very Apoſtles, . who 
were appointed by our Saviour in thoſe 
very Words, GO. and' Baptize, for no 
other Perſon can do it efteQually. 

Now to fave him the Labour of find- 
ing out One ro begin at; PÞll rake 
St. Peter, and Fll grant all chat Power 
to: be given to St. Perer that can be ask*r. 
—[Tl grant, the Biſhops of Rome, Suc- 
ceflors to St. Peter, carry'd on the De- 
ſcent of his Epiſcopal Power. 

.. Butroclear up my Doubt as a Parent, - 
when my Child comes to be baptiz'd, I 
muſt ask two Queſtions. rt. ls the De- 
ſcent of che Biſhops cf Rome clear, and 
bas there been no-Interruption, butthat 
we are ſure this Biſhop of Rome is le- 
gally deſcended? And tho' 1 do not 
pretend to a great Deal of Knowledge 
in Church-Hiſtory, I am miſtaken, if 
the Succeſſion from St. Peter is not left 
doubtful, before four Biſhops had ruPd 
the Church after him. 
| 2. 'There was a Time, when a-great 
Schilra happening in the Roman Church,, 
partly upon this very Account; There were 
ſeyeral Pretenders to the Power of the 
Chair, and the Authority of St. Perer,. 


and the Rival Popes ſetting up one a-, 


gainlt another ; one ſaid, Lo bere, an- 
other Lo there; one faid, I am of Paul, 
another |. am of Apollo; one (aid, Lo her# 
at Rome, another Lo there at Avignen ;, 
and both. theſe canoniz'd Saints, con- 
ſecrated Biſhops, and they again or. 
dain'd Prieſts, &c. Now the E;ſhops,, 
thus conſecrated by both, cou'd nor b. 
both Canonical and Reguiar, ore Side 
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